



Organization for Human Rights and

Fundamental Freedoms for Iran
October 1, 2006

Sir Menzies Campbell




                              Washington D.C.

Chancellor of St. Andrews University

Dear Sir:

We have learnt that the University of St. Andrews under the influence of a certain well-known clerical regime apologist, Dr. Ali Ansari, has decided to grant an Honorary Doctorate degree in Law to the former president of the Islamic Republic of Iran, cleric Mohammad Khatami. I believe it is important for you and the members of the University Council to be cognizant of Mr. Khatami’s background. 

Mr. Khatami is one of the longest- serving members of the clerical regime in Iran. He has held high positions in Iran ever since the inception of the 1979 “Islamic” revolution. In 1979 he was appointed as the head of Iran’s Islamic Center in Hamburg, Germany. He was chosen as a member of the first “Islamic Majlis” (Parliament) in 1980. In 1981, Ayatollah Khomeini also appointed him as the Head of the country’s largest government controlled daily newspaper, Keyhan.  In 1982, he was elevated to the position of Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance. He served in that capacity for 10 years. Censorship of books, newspapers, radio and television programs, periodicals, films, plays, and arrests and imprisonment of writers, artists, newspaper reporters, singers, composers, musicians, cineastes, poets, could not be made without his knowledge. All that took place under his watch as the Minister of Islamic Guidance. During 1980- 1988 War with Iraq, he served also as the Chairman of the War Propaganda Headquarters. He was responsible for the wartime practice of taking tens of thousands of children 9 years up to the front, brainwashing them in mobile war front mosques, and drugging them and using them as mine sweepers in the battlefields. In 1992 he was named as cultural Advisor to the President and Head of the Iran National Library. In 1996, on the recommendation of cleric Rafsanjani, he was appointed by the “Supreme Leader” Ali Khamenei to the High Council of Cultural Revolution. In May 1997 and June 2001 cleric Khatami was elected President of the Islamic Republic under the false banner of freedom, equality and civil society. In 1997 he said, “Today democracy is the most important desire of our people… We have advanced over the past two decades to a state secure enough in our religious beliefs to tolerate diversity of political and social views…”

On February 5, 2001, Genevive Abdo wrote in the International Herald tribune and the New York Times that: “ For the past four years Mr. Khatami has done more to preserve the system established by the Islamic Revolution than any conservative politician could have hoped to do. Many of his original key loyalists are now in prison, after harsh sentences by Revolutionary courts. At least forty progressive newspapers and journals have been shut down… Pro-democracy student demonstrators are serving long prison sentences….” Newsweek, in its July 9, 2001 international edition, called Iran under Khatami “the worst country in the world for journalists.” Many disappearances and killings of freedom protagonists better known as serial killings took place under his presidency.

Mohammad Khatami is indeed a big liar. In a PBS television interview with Charlie Rose on November 9, 2001 he said, “The Islamic Republic does not support any group or acts of terrorism in the world.”  He painted a very rosy picture of life in Iran. In the New York Times interview of November 10, 2001, he said that the Islamic Revolution in Iran has “created a good model for all Islamic countries that want to have their religion and at the same time move towards democracy and freedom.” He also said, “I want to state that under no condition will we allow any terrorists, as individuals or a group, to enter Iran. There are no terrorists in Iran.”

Please, Sir Menzies take a look at the 9/11, U.S. Congressional Commission report which states that during the years of Mr. Khatami’s Presidency Al Qaida terrorists in Europe hid their movements to and from Afghanistan by going thru Iran, by air, without entry or exit stamp placed in their passports. If there are no terrorists in Iran today, where does Ali Fallahian who was condemned as terrorist by a German Court or Sheikh Atar, organizer of Bakhtiar assassination, condemned by a French court or Anis Nakash, who tried to kill Shapour Bakhtiar in France in 1981 or Davoud Salahedin the assassin of Tabatabai in Washington, D.C. or Imad Mughniyeh the Beirut hostage taker, live today.

Cleric Mohammad Khatami is a duplicitous, double-talker who lies freely and talks from both sides of his mouth to buy time for the brutal clerical regime in Iran.

It would indeed be a blot of shame on the history of St. Andrews University to honor a person with such background with a honoris causa doctorate degree in law.

Please accept, sir, the assurances of my highest esteem and considerations.

Professor Manouchehr Ganji

Secretary-General
cc: Dr. Brian Lang, Vice Chancellor, and Dr. David Corner, Deputy Principal
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